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Officer Elections for Meter Stamp Society

CALL FOR CANDIDATES
According to the Meter Stamp Society (MSS) By-Lapssted at the MSS Discussion Group site, regular
elections are to be held from a list of candidatdiited from the membership. The officer posi@ub-
ject to these elections aReesidentandSecretary-Treasurer. If you are interested in running for one| of
these offices, send your name (letter or email)l Buly 2012. A ballot will then be prepared of tandi-
dates for each office and the ballot will be dmited in the Winter 2012 MSS Bulletin. Upon cougtin
the votes, the winners will be announced in the328fring issue, and the officers will be installeca
ceremony at the August 2013 MSS Convention heMiiwaukee, Wisconsin, August 8-11 2013.
Send your nomination email to me (joel5215@aol.contp my mailing address at:

Joel Hawkins
3102 N. 158 Lane

Goodyear, AZ 85395

SSSMC Forever Stamp Upgrade

Peter Elias
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Celebrate!
FEQ079000105221 o601 AFC

1-0z. First-Class™ Forever

New Forever stamps Priocitelal)”

avallable at Self SerVICe 1.-02. F <st-Class Mail International™
Ship & Mail Centers.

See Story Page 10. cilhamgtans valie of 317 o

Your Clue that the Kiosk has
the new Forever Stamps. >CEPTS DEBIT AND CREDIT CARDS ONLY
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President & Auctions
Chairman: Joel Hawkins
3102 North 150th Lane
Goodyear, AZ 85398-8925
e-mail: joel5215@aol.com
Secretary Treasurer: Douglas Kelsey
PO Box 16278
Tucson, AZ 85732-6278
e-mail: dakarizona@aol.com
Vice President: Stephen P. Kaplan
3659 S. Green Road, Suite 100
Beechwood, OH 44122
e-mail: spk@kaplanassociates.com
Editor Emeritus: Richard Stambaugh
613 Old Corlies Avenue
Neptune, NJ 07753-3959
e-mail: rickstambaugh@gmail.com
MSS Bulletin Editor : David Crotty
1305 Old State Road
Park Hills, KY 41011-2750
e-mail: decrotty@yahoo.com
Proofreader: Richard Stambaugh

METER STAMP SOCIETY

Annual dues:
First Class USA: $24 one year, $45 two years
International Airmail: $45 one year, $85 two years.
Web Delivery $10 per year.
(Contact Douglas Kelsey)
All membershipsare on a calendar
year basis, i.e. start Jan 1, end Dec 31.

The Meter Stamp Society is a non-profit organizatio
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Ced

Send financial donations to the Secretary Treasurer
and philatelic donations to the Auctions Chairman.

Issue Deadlines
Deadline
February 25
May 25
August 25
November 25

Mail Date
March
June
September
December

Issue
Spring
Summer
Fall
Winter

Meter Stamp Society Website:
www.meterstampsociety.com
Includes Complete Indexes 1948 to Present

Meter Stamp Society Data Center:
www.draves.com/mss
Maintained by Alan Draves

Meter Stamp Society Discussion Group:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/meterstampsociety
Any related topic. Open to nonmembers.

To join send an email to:
Meterstampsociety-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Meter Stamp Society Electronic Bulletin:

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/mssgb
Members-only webpage for storage and downloading of
the Electronic Edition of the Meter Stamps Soci@tar-
terly Bulletin and Web Appendix. All members, tano
send an email to:
MSSQB-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
New Logo byMiriam Congedo

Join us on Facebook and LinkedIn
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From the Editor

Stories.In the last year or so we have seen major meter
related products introduced without much advandie@o
including the feature of this issue, the new Forstamps
from the updated SSSMC kiosks at US post officherd
have also been quite a number of smaller findsgakaith
great feature articles like the Turtle Slogan &tio these
pages. All of these are provided by watchful mermbdérfe are
appreciative of members who find these items otenthiese
articles and bring them to our attention. We showappreci-
ation by listing everyone who contributes to easue. Tradi-
tionally we put that list on the Society News padeybe we
should put it on the front page. Our members ageotily rea-
son this Society exits. Keep up the great work!

Elections It has been a long time since we had elections
for our officers. If you enjoy this hobby this isyr time to
step up to the plate.

Dave
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Turtle Meter Stamp Slogans

Miriam Congedo

My collection is based on one of my favorite sutge
"Armored Giants and Dwarfs" or...turtles! | lovasthep-
tile, and since 1993 | have collected stamps witltids
and tortoises. In the middle 1995 a Belgian frisadt me
my first meter stamp with a turtle slogan, Figurédt lvas
“love at first sight” before then, | had snubbebiraéters
(most Italian meters are without slogan). But tfiist
meter opened my eyes to a new world of topical rmete

Maniacal research on internet pages and catalogs,

two articles in a French magazine showed me thenpot]

tial to acquire new pieces on turtles, terrapind t@mtois-
es. Shortly, in 2000 | published my first versidnirger-
net site with about 80 turtle meters. By 2005 thaye
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Figure 5 — RSA 1992 - Francotyp Postalia
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become 140. Now after 16 years | have catalogedtabO rig re 6 — SOUTH KOREA 2003 - Neopost Electronic -

225 different meters with turtle slogans!
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for your working gloves !
voor uw werkhandschoenen | PUS}BUS 39

Figure 1 — NEDERLAND 1984 - Neopost

We have turtles in 20 nations, and in all 5 comtiak
From Australia, Figure 2, to America, Figure 3, siag
from Europe, Figure 4 to Africa, Figure 5 and fipdh
Asia, Figure 6.

The first tortoise appeared on a meter slogan frqd

%

LAGUNA QUAYS

POSTAGE PAID  F5

4 EFM 10583 73R

Chinese Hieroglyph meaning a turtles

Germany in 1928, Figure 7. The first date I'venseas 2
November 1928. This meter is from the RheinischenGu
mi und Celluloid Fabrik, famous for it's productiasf
celluloid dolls.

SchildKrute, over the years, has given us abouti80
ferent meter prints only in Germany, Figures 8 &nd

Figures 10 and 11 show turtle slogans from Austria
and the Netherlands.

Another very old meter came from France, but ne tur
tle appears, only the brand name of a fishing line,

A
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Figure 2 — AUSTRALIA 1998
Neopost Alcatel Electronic
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Figure 4 — GREAT BRITAIN 1957
Universal Multi-value (Frankopost)

Figure 9 — GERMANY 2000 — Hasler
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Turtles continued from page 3

“Racine Tortue” (Turtle Root), Figure 12, first seen 31 21 — GREAT BRITAIN 2009 - Pitney Bowes DM100
May 1926. 22 — SPAIN 1969 - Francotyp

Tortue, a company still operating, gave my coll@tti  As we turn to the Americas we find a few but ingtre
about 15 different meters in 80 years of activiigure ing turtle meter slogans, Figures 23 to 26.
13. 23 — CANADA 1935 or 55— Pitney Bowes

European countries are most productive of metetts wp4 — USA 1965 — Pitney Bowes
turtle slogans, both in the past, and in the pitegégures 25 — USA 1993 — Pitney Bowes

14 to 22. 26 — USA 1953 — Pitney Bowes
14 — FRANCE 2004 - Pitney Bowes/SECAP Here we have shown a topical collection that can be
15 - GERMANY 1955 - Postalia grouped based on the type of meters, the diffecean-
16 — NEDERLAND 1973 - Francotyp (Cc or Ccm) tries, franks, town marks, and slogans. A compreiven
17- GERMANY 2008 - FRANKIT collection!
18 — GERMANY 1949 — Francotyp “C” | thank everyone who informs me of new turtles.iMir
19 — ITALY 1940 — Sima am Congedo, ltaly tartamimmi@email.it. Also visktet
20 — SWEDEN 1999 - Pitney Bowes website: http://turtlemeterstamp.altervista.org/ u
Schmidt-Spiel + Freizeit (s | coNFaRON :
Diefenbachg. 35/ ma 5.0.PT.O.M. 14-06-04 N
1150 Wien g s T VILLAGE DES TORTUES ; ; 00050 ;
fg‘da _ §3590 GONFARON - FRANGE b g_fg_??gu g;ﬁi}é VD 600402
Figure 10 — AUSTRIA 1986 - Pitney Bowes-GB “6300" Figure 14 — FRANCE 2004 - Pitney Bowes/SECAP
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Figure 11 — NEDERLAND 1962 - Postalia Figure 15 — GERMANY 1955 —Postalia
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Figure 16 — NEDERLAND 1973 - Francotyp (Cc or Ccm)

Figure 12 — FRANCE 1937 - Havas “Tiranty” : Deutsche Post O

(Slogan: Fishermen mount your lines st W —
“‘ MEETS . FRANKIT 0,35 EUR
HB SCHUTZ gl :

05.03.08 6D01000395
Infobrief
Entgelt bezahlt

BEKLEIDUNG pesiGN

LUNIVERS DE LA PECHE

Figure 17— GERMANY 2008 - FRANKIT

Figure 13 — FRANCE 2002 - Secap
(Slogan — Turtle, universe of fishing)

Figure 18 — GERMANY 1949 — Francotyp “C”
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Figure 26 — USA 1953 — Pitney Bowes

Postmatic Stamp Affixers

Postmatic is a companyw{vw.postmatic.netthat sells

stamp affixers. This type of business has been alive fremjth

Mail-O-Meter days in the early 1900's. The picture at ri
(Figure 1) is the Postmatic Model 7000SA which is

signed to fit onto the obsolete Hasler mail handlers whire

the postage meter was mounted. Several of these app
on eBay during the Spring.

Other equipment manufactured and sold by the compp

includes stand alone machines that can print a pe
(Figure 2), affix a stamp and, if desired, print the mailé¢
postmark (Figure 3).
This is the competition for the postage meter vendd
Most of this editor's mail arrives with permits, mose{pr
printed on the item but some appear machine printedg

Figure 1. Postmatic

Model 7000SA Stamp
Affixer designed to fit
on obsolete Hasler me-
ter base.

t

ared

First Class T
U.S. Postage o
Paid 3
ABC Mailing
Company

Figures 2 and 3. Other Postmatic models
can print the standard permit, affix a
stamp, or affix the stamp and print the
mailer’s postmark.
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LETTRE gﬂ't“'ﬁu"’f;“gggi Computer Vended Postage

POSTES §
LSO 263625

PB Cancels Stamp Expressions Service the use of certain older CVP postage stamps cammacc
Otto Bergman reports that on December 15, 2014, Piplish the desired result.
ney Bowes Stamp Expressions subscribers were ewtifi ~ Otto’s report: “In the beginning, the tagging onGD
via E-mail that their service was being upgraded tdEndicia & Zazzle stamps glowed pink under UV ligigti
pbSmartPostage. Stamp Expressions was a service &ntypically triggered the USPS equipment to appiyn<c
which a user chosen image could be printed fronera p cels. Along the way, SDC changed to yellow, andi&ad
sonal computer using a special thermal printer knew & Zazzle to green, none of which trigger the eqepirto
the PUP. The pbSmartPostage service prints posage apply cancels. | have no idea what the taggingtanbes
a PC using any PC printer but only on special labekets are. By using old stamps with pink tagging in comabi

for stamps, and no user selected image is possible. tion with newer stamps without the pink taggindyppi-
Those with Premium plans would be registered fer th cally get my control covers machine cancelled.
Normal payable version, while Basic plan patronsilgio Typical consumers of Custom Postage don't wish to

be transferred to the free Basic mailing solutidine  have their exper
Basic plan allowed users to print postage on sheétve stamps dq - R
and roll stamps, but not on envelopes or shippin%acecl by cancelf =" o T

labels.The Stamp Expressions PUPs could not be use@ut ! like to have Ay i
P =Xp a record of whe PLUMBING

they passe rogon F5)
through the USP )
system. | usuall, i, .ttt |
place them low oftz “
the covers to mir‘lRoad ARLLS
6{[nize the black ink on the stamps. USPS ink (hanuak
chine) typically does not adhere at all to curréagzle
stamps.” See three examples in Figure 1 nearby.

with the new service. Customers were encouragerseo
Windows compatible laser or inkjet printers to prin
stamps on pbSmartPostage printable postage slogets,
shipping labels on 8.5 x 11.0" plain paper. Thedagn
would provide a 20% discount coupon to purchaseg t
mal printer if desired.

Patrons were encouraged to stop buying addition
postage, print their current postage, and to stsipgu
their PUPs as soon as possible. Stamp Expressioulsl w
be officially discontinued on March 15, 2012. Alurp
chased postage resided on the PUPs, so subsatéds
continue to print postage after March 15. Howewedter
that date, it would no longer be possible to regsstamp
denominations to the top 3 buttons, or images ¢obitt-
tom 2 buttons. To help with the transition, Pitrigywes
set up a pbSmartPostage account for each Stamgd=xpr
sions subscriber. Any accounts not terminated bychla
15, 2012 would be cancelled by the vendor. Y PP Y Y PP Y P O Y P PO T T OO

Since pbSmartStamp does not have the option té prinf©Otto W. Bergman, Inc.

)

2
conts

SSYI0-18HI4

30V1S0d SN

PLUMBING

REPAIRS - ALTERATIONS

stamps with personalized images PB suggested castom éf,itoév“mbe{&risgﬁfi;@ Pl 960
. a: =
could create custom postage at the on-line stor = -

www.pbcustomprint.com. That site is actually opedat , e
by Zazzle.com where only 7 different denominatians p v poSmartPostage.com A
available rather than the seemingly infinite numixéih $000.29 {1 e
Stamp Expressions. Of course Zazzle.com ships stamp A | m |
by mail rather than being printed on demand. H::‘:;fj;ﬁ BT PLUMBING
Fooling the AFCS Canceler e ‘~§:3§5'"°“
The bane of the Personal Postage or CVP collestor i ‘”‘
the fact that most US CVP postage stamps do nataget | ' v EIN

celed. We've discussed this many times in the gagd  Figure 1. Three examples of older PC Postage (&) C
Bergman has experimented to find ways to trigger th stamps used with newer issues to trigger cancalatio
canceler in the USPS sorting equipment. Otto repbet

CVP Continued page 8
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British Post & Go
Jim Ashbyreports

Bird Stamps

that the
2012 issue of th
Gibbons Stam

Monthly announceq

the release seve
sets of 40 and 1
gram stamps featu
ing colorful images
of birds, pigs, the Uk
Flag as well a
stamps featuring tH
Queen’s Machin im
age, Figures 2, 3, a
4. These stamps

came available aft
the November 20
V2 (version 2) u

Feb“’a'l Worldwide

- up to 40¢

020323 2.53373.04

1st Class
up to 100g

05201200 5184021 §

grade of the kiosks. ™=
These stamps are

produced by Wincog

from the British Post & Go Kiosks.

Nixdorf kiosks simi-
lar to
APC/SSSMC kiosk

as reported in the{

pages.
These stamps a

the USPY.

"3 150ct2011 010011 2-PAG-78857-01

001 kg
Let
£113
REBF

DAY
Post By

available in additio
to the more bland

Figure 5. Post & Go V2 Stamp.

black and white stamp shown in Figure 5.
The $1.32 mail&go Stamp (USA) _ (
Why would a $1.32 Pitney Bowes mail&go stamp behave to be a "firm" (ie: company) to use them.

significant? It pays th

erwise known as the "Firm Mailing Book for Accoubia

e minimum rate of Form 38@th-

Mail". Form 3877 is essentially the "multi-item" rgeon
of the Form 3817 (otherwise known as the "Certiéoaf

Mailing"), Figure 6. Peter Elias reports on an wralsis-

age of this form.

Pagé

thus a $1.32 fee.

The main difference is that all information goesoore
form, so if you need to submit proof to the redipse
they would of course see who else you mailed sangpth
to (unless you block out those portions).

Even if you are only mailing two items, this islisti
bargain, as 2x Form 3817 would still be $2.30, wers
$1.32 for 3 items on Form 3877, so simply mail welir
a postcard at 32¢ and list it as the third itemyso are
still saving money!

Before the postage rates and certain fees were in-
creased on January 22, 2012, the Form 3877 fees wer
42¢ per item (still a minimum of 3). Form 3817 feesre
NOT increased on January 22nd. So between Octéher 1
2011, when the mail&go stamp trials started in &sll
and January 21, 2012, the minimum Form 3877 feddvou
have been $1.26. While | do have some Forms 38%#Y wi
$1.26 in postage on them (including various Zazele,
dicia, Stamps.com, Netstamps, etc postage), | arift NO
aware than any Form 3877 exist using mail&go stamps
Having realized this, | have purchased a sheetld325
mail&go stamps have started using them for itena th
require a proof of mailing (such as the illustratioear-
by).

Form 3877 comes in a book form, 12" x 7" x 0.7" in
size, containing approx. 153 pages (why this oduber
| don't know; that's what | counted on a new bobleig
to me at the post office a few days ago). The otrre
books in use are dated February 2002 and you de toav
request them specially (they're not exactly laydngund
the counters, usually buried in some storage cliostite
back of the post office...), but they are free, gad don't

| have various examples of Form 3877 dating back to
about 2001 (when | used a version dated April 12088
August 2000), with lots of excellent usages of entr
commemorative stamps, as well as various custorts pos
age stamps. From 2001 to current, the rates hage be
25¢, 30¢, 42¢, 44¢. There was a while where | wats n

Most consumers are only familiar with Form 3817using this form, so they may have been rates ben86é
when they need "proof of mailing". This is a snfalim,
allowing for name & address of both sender andorent
and just barely enough room for the postage andetan

be applied. The current fee for form 3817 is $1drf of
course the USPS would normally slap on a PVI sttip

the counter if you don't have a chance to supply yovn

postage!

and 42¢.

While the individual form pages are bound into the
book, they can be removed easily as each pageilstte
perforated near the binding.

Just like Form 3817, Form 3877 is one of the few
(only?) forms that the US Postal Service has wlyere
the sender, gets to keep the proof of the fee bpid!

But what if you are mailing more than one item andrFor all other fees (ie: delivery/signature confitioa,

need proof of mailing

multiple copies of Form 3817 and pay the $1.15ftee

each one!

What if, for example, you are mailing 3 items? That

? One option is of courseilicotit

insured, registered, certified mail, etc), theflaethe arti-
cle being mailed is on the mail piece itself andsthre-
ceipts usually only have a postmark on them.

Two recent articles by APS Judge Jay Stotts of Hou-

would cost you $3.45 if using Form 3817. Form 3837 ston discusses the "Early Parcel Receipts andduttamn

the rescue! With this form, you only pay 44¢ peamit

being mailed. There is a minimum requirement deés,

of Form 3817" and "Evolution of Form 3817", ressst

CVP continued page 8
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CVP Continued From Page 7
ly in the Oct. 2011 and March 2012 issues of Wmited

The labels are listed with "sub-numbering” of CVP75

States Specialisthe journal of the United States Stampranging from CVP75h to CVP75q for labels inscribed:

Society (USSS). These two articles do not merfiorm
3877 though, and | am not aware if there are atgles
that have been written about Form 3877.

Postcard
First Class Mail
First Class Mail Intl

So if you are looking for fairly scarce modern @bst Priority Envelope

history collectibles, look into Forms 3817 and 38W7

Priority Malil

anything, it's a way to get nicely postmarked mader Priority Tube

stamps!

Name and Address of Sender
Peter Elias
PO Box 940427
Plano, TX 75094 USA

1 A year »
< AACR D
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B
Lisiod by Sonder Recsved st PostOrics

75 Fom 3877, Fatry 202 oo 7

Figure 6. USPS Form 3877 used with ppSmartPosttayas

Taiwan ATM Catalog
Karim Roder with oth-
er authors and with t
proofing skills of Otto
Bergman has come o
with a complete catalo
Taiwan ATM 1995-201
This specialized catalog |
written in English, has 8
pages (US letter forma
and is in full color. It com
pletely lists all Taiwarg
ATM (computer vende
postage stamps) from 19O
until 2011 and gives dds
:ﬁgﬁgn bf?)(;kgg)cuhndisslgé?r Eigure 7. Taiwan ATM Catalog

includes and depicts errors, test prints, proofsags,

|

A TAIWAN
= ATM
(1995-2011)

—

presentation packs, large presentation packs, ATMders if this operation

related pictorial postmarks, vending machines, irend
machine locations, official maximum cards and folaly
envelopes, gold foils and receipts. The catalogiotep
around 540 images, lists around 155 catalog nundreds
gives approximately 1,000 prices. Available at Lodum
mail&go Thermal Stamps Listed in Scott

Marty Frankevicz at Linn's toldPeter Eliasthat the
remaining listing for the mail&go thermal labels wid be
assigned Scott numbers in an April 2012 issukiofn's
Stamp News.

Priority Box
Priority - Irregular Shape
Parcel Post
Express Mail

"Uninscribed" labels (ie: no service inscriptiongne
assigned to CVP75g last month. No catalog valggviesn
for any of these. The stamp market will have tal fits
own value.
New APC (aka SSSMC) Test Strip

Frankie Suteraeports: With the recent announcement

of new APC stamps, it looks like St. Peters, M@ésir-
ing up to start selling these in the near futuight was
no different for me dumpster diving except | thinkame
across something interesting. If you remember tkat
cently I've come across small "TEST VEND" stamps-us
ally generated during APC maintenance. Tonightunfb

the a test strip, Figure
EP

of the forthcoming new

large labels. Note the r
stripe along the left sig
similar to the one shown}
few threads up. The sc
only shows the text pg§
as the strip extends ano
er foot before being tor
off. The reverse side has
pattern of one inch wid
stripes spaced every 3
of an inch that travels th
length of the strip alonj
the right side. What's un
sual is that there are

die-cuts for peeling t
paper from the backir
for each label. One woj

This text should bs wisibile

US. POSTAGE

Warily that this form comains large E, P PO andF
fob\-yvuunylwomelm of text, 5. POSTAGE bitmag,
5l rademark symbols, Fostnet and 20 barcodss,

Check that the border line is afgned proparly,

within the machinery be
fore dispensing the Iabecll
[

Frankie has since n
ed that the old sty
“APC” stamp on this
SSSMC is now like th
FOREVER upgrad
stamp as shown in t
story about that upgrade
on page 10. [

Werlly thar this form contains large E.P, PG and F
Tollowed by two smal lines of text, U5, POSTAGE bilmap,
six bracemark symiols, Posinet ahd 20 barcoces.

Chisch that the border ine is slgred propedy.

Figure 8. SSSMC Large test
Strip found in St. Peters, MO
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TREE US News ey
METER . 0
David Crotty 12 o
¢ MA EL)FP r ZIPCODE

International Registered Mail

While this isn’'t a real metered mail issister Elias
got an unusual metered cover from Bangladesh atetino
that, while it was registered, it seemed to arivaormal
mail. This has been a common discussion in otheieso
ties as wellJohn Butkigesponded with the full story.

“l get many pieces of international registered malil
The whole process changed effective June 1, 2006e S
then international registered mail is handled est filass
mail and is no longer part of the domestic regitenail
system.

See 39 CFR 20.1. They needed to make cost cuttin
changes, and hand to hand, lock to lock domestjis+e
tered mail is costly. The UPU agreement does reptire
a hand to hand process for international registened.

only will insure for about 50 euros. Users of eBag
aware that adding Registered to an incoming itesmfr
most countries costs about $1, while the USPS elsarg
$10.95. Finally, this editor can report that he tasign
for all international registered mail including Qalian
Xpresspost at the local post office.

The USPS IMM archives can be found at:
http://pe.usps.com/IMM_Archive.asp

The USPS DMM archives can be found at:
http://pe.usps.com/archive.asp
These had been removed when the new USPS.com site
was installed but they have re-appeared recently.
Office Museum Shows all the Old Machines

Last year David Crotty made a presentation to the
Postal History Symposium conducted by the National

Thus, the USPS changed the International Mail MenuaPostal Museum at the APS headquarters in Bellefonte

(IMM) 752.13 (June 1, 2009 issue) to read thatradil
registered by country of origin must be handledha
domestic First Class mail stream (formerly this was
ried with the US Registered mail) from the exchanfie
fice to the office of delivery. A signed receipt satbe
obtained at the time of delivery.

Only about 1 out of every 5 or 6 overseas regidtere
items that | get require me to go down to my P.ad a
sign a receipt. Most of the time they don't botlvéh the
signed receipt and deliver to my mailbox. Because i
being handled as First Class mail, you often enavitip
unwanted additional markings, cross-outs,
stamps, etc.

Just FYI, when | first read about the coming change
years ago, | kicked up a big fuss and finally, gotalk
with the USPS lawyer who was the main person hagdli

PA. The subject was the machines that accompaheed t
early postage meters in the mail room. For thatudision
I rummaged through a box of office documents (kindl
made available to me Hyiane DeBloisof aGatherin’ a
vendor of books and ephemera) from the Bircher Gemp
ny, a manufacturer of an early envelope opener.l@the
terheads of company correspondence provided aasice
sortment of images of other types of mail room pqui
ment which allowed me to lead into the main subject
postage meters.

What | did not find in my research was the Office-M

damagedeum website: http://www.officemuseum.com/ mail_- ma

chines.htm, which was recently brought to my attent
by Ross Irwin What a wonderful website. Highly recom-
mended.

it all for the Federal Register, etc. She saidgdornt, it
was a done deal. Even though they were still gaang
provide indemnity claims, they were going to takeit
chances with in-house theft and other securityeissin-
deed, this change places overseas registered mail i
much more insecure position. But, they had no tdan
of letting people know about the change. The cometih
signing for the item gives the false impressiort tihis
secure. Of course, at my end they don't requirgrzas
ture most of the time. | wonder how consistent tisat
throughout the system. | hope this info is useful.”

This editor searched the IMM Archives at USPS.com
and verified that, yes, the IMM dated June 1, 20@%
the first issue stating that international registemail
was to be treated like US Certified in the Firsas3l Mail
stream. The US Domestic Registered can be insared t
to $25,000 but most, if not all, countries arouine ¥orld

China Meter Sells for $99

This very well printed cut strip Pitney Bowes IPMSC
Type CA3 sold on eBay April 26, 2012 for $99. The |
ternational Postage Meter Stamp Catalog (IPMSCH200
print edition lists the value at $150 for a fullveo. The
current Wikibooks edition lists the value at $300.

RISCHE KREDITANSTALT.
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SSSMC Forever Stamp Upgrade

Peter Elias

juug US. POSTAGE
3 $.00 L
TEST VENDE
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On April 12, 2012, the US Postal Service startathtion-
wide pilot program (10 select post offices on A2 followed
by others in rapid succession) whereby the SSSM&Kki (Self
Service Ship & Mail Center aka APC kiosks - AutoathPost-
al Center) will be also be able to print "FOREVERstage
labels. “FOREVER” means a stamp will always pay ie-
vailing first ounce First Class letter mail rate.

The machines visually look the same as before.&hez 3
output slots. The middle slot (located under thalejcused to
say "Labels", but now reads "Postage”, while tio¢ shder the
screen says “Stamps" that is not used. The leftislased for
the larger labels that also have the destinatignGde & bar
code on them.

Previously, the older style APC stamps came outhef
"Stamps" slot on the right, but now are dispensethfthe mid-
dle slot.

The menus on the kiosks have also changed. Whentsel :

ing the "buy stamps" option, the next screen useshy some-
thing about a booklet of stamps, but now readsz'Ficst Class
Forever". The bottom option for buying "differenélues now
reads "minimum stamp value of $0.17" (previouslywias
$0.20). This is, however, only for the initial phese. After
purchasing at a minimum of $1, you are allowed tiochase
stamps in increments of 1¢.

While the standard design APC labels can still baght
(effectively from 1¢ upwards), they ARE differefirst, they
are no longer issued in a single stamp version avithuge peel-
able border, but now are issued in rows of 1 otaips. If
purchasing stamps in even quantities, both coluwilishave
postage stamps; uneven quantities will result & plostage
label on the left and a "this block is not validstamge" label on
the right (that also blocks out the pink facingpgtr

The limit is that you can only purchase up to 6tpgs la-
bels of the regular variety at once (3 rows of Bela each)!
There is also an option to weigh a mail piece dm dystem
will issue a single larger postage label that &las the destina-
tion Zip Code on it.

Before you can purchase the stamps, you have ¢ctsahe
of six designs:
e Celebrate (with Balloons)

 Eagle
 Flag

* Flowers
e Mr.Zip
e Heart

After you select the design, you can then purchhse
stamps. As with the regular (non-FOREVER) APC lapthey
are dispensed in rows containing 2 labels (up tovis = 10
stamps). Buying an even amount will get you 2 s&rop a
row, odd amounts will always end up with 1 stamg +not
valid for postage” label on the last row purchased.

So the options are:
Sheetlet of 10 (5 rows)
Sheetlet of 9 + 1 label (5 rows)
Sheetlet of 8 (4 rows)
Sheetlet of 7 + 1 label (4 rows)
»  Sheetlet of 6 (3 rows)
e Sheetlet of 5 + 1 label (3 rows)
Sheetlet of 4 (2 rows)
e Sheetlet of 3 + 1 label (2 rows)
e Strip of 2 (1 row)
e Stripof 1 + 1 label (1 row)

If you purchase, for example, 11 stamps, you'll gdtill
sheetlet of 10 plus a strip of 1 stamp + 1 labekcRasing 7
stamps will get you 4 rows: 3x rows of 2 stamps addst row
of 1 stamp + 1 label.

The kiosk does actively track your purchases atbtittom
of the screen (see photo), it states "Credit CartivA" and the
amount purchased so far. The limit is $50/dayoli yeach that
or attempt a purchase that would put you over éimbunt, it
immediately stops the transaction and prints ordcaipt. The
kiosk will NOT let you purchase any more with theare credit
card when attempting another transaction! WherdItdis to-

The new APC labels measure 47 mm wide x 27 mm taljay, | needed 8 different credit cards to makergilpurchases.

with a horizontal gutter of 7.5 mm and a verticattgr of 3.9
mm. Other differences compared to the old-style Af&nps
are that the pink fluorescent strip does NOT rue éntire
height of the stamp, but is only 22 mm tall, leavih5 mm of
white space at the top and bottom. When the maghinés the
"THIS BLOCK IS NOT VALID POSTAGE" on a label, it sb
prints a black bar over the pink stripe (so that plostal facing
& cancelling equipment can NOT react to these Bbtius
kicking them out).

The other "stamps" that are now available are Gmiht
varieties of FOREVER (45¢) stamps. These can behased
in sheetlets of up to 10 postage labels (of theesdesign).
There is a maximum of 100 labels (ie: 10 sheets) ¢lan be
purchased at one time. The menu choices are 1 42sleets or
"other qty", where you can then select 1 to 10Bdo 100
stamps. For the initial transaction, you HAVE toylat least 3
stamps (which puts you over the $1 minimum), afftext you
can purchase as little as 1 stamp.

Since | was there for 2 hours, | attempted to hsesame card
that | used for the first transaction, and it ditl ine buy a few
minor items, plus one sheet and then decided Idcoat make
any further purchases with that card! For the ayerbuyer,
this would probably not be an issue, but it is wien're a col-
lector attempting to buy a lot of these at one tiBéven the
time (almost 1 hour drive time) and distance (3Gegieither
via lots of stoplights and school zones or via d\ilay and
then more stoplights and school zones), | canltyrafford to
go back there every day.

When using a debit card, it will only let you puasie one
item (or multiples of the same item); so, if younted to buy a
set of all 6 designs, you'd have to do 6 separaté transac-
tions. | did NOT have the chance yet to test ardveigether the
$50 threshold is also in place for the debit cards.

The postage label stock for the small stamps itaeksof
labels in a “z-fold” configuration, with each undigld section
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containing the equivalent of 2 sheetlets of 10 gsfwith rou-
letting on the backing paper after each 5 rowsabgls). The
rouletting is also on the folded portion. Sincd &heetlets are
not always purchased, the spacing of the roulettimgome of
sheetlets may have rouletting present between thes rof
stamps and can fall anywhere between rows 1 &&2323& 4
or 4 & 5. The rouletting on a sheetlet, if presean be unfold-
ed, folded forwards or folded backwards betweensrdfvno
rouletting is visible, then the sheet was perfectlyat the rou-
letting.

| was at the SSSMC kiosk for almost 2 hours, and th
aroused the suspicion of one of the postal clerks told me
that they almost called the police since | wasatrhachine for
way too long! But she said she recognized me amdvkihat |
was a collector and thus opted not to call the cBpsw. Since
other people needed to use the kiosk as well, Ithddt them
buy their one or two stamps.

Note: | am indebted t&arim Roderalerting me to the
availability of these items!

There are supposedly several other kiosks in tha: dbal-
las (downtown), Mesquite and Arlington (but all &% to 100
mile roundtrips from my house); the one in Houstarll,
that's about a 5 hour drive from here. Actuallylablkma City
is closer to me than Houston.

Stamp Codes - Standard Design
(barcode matrix on the left)

Otto and | have been working on deciphering theecod
structure used on the new SSSMC postage labels.

First and foremost, the right 3 digits (such as 226 on
examples in the Web Appendix) is a date code. Wtiike
"standard design" SSSMC stamps do have "Date Sofd"
them, the FOREVER stamps do NOT, but, they do lsavede
and the last 3 digits give away the date.

For example, the scan of the 32c stamps shows aa@@6
was purchased on April 23, 2012. Similarly, | puséd
stamps on April 20 and they had 223 on them, A@ihad 222
and April 18 had 221.

But what does 226 mean? Using Excel, | subtrached t
number 226 from April 23 and came up with Septemb@r
2011 (9/10/11). The significance of this date iknown, per-
haps the date that the first version of this maghias put into
use somewhere in a test environment.

Since these postage labels can be purchased ititeesaof
1 to 6, but always in strips of either 2 postadeels or 1 post-
age label + 1 "not valid for postage" block, weiced differ-
ences in other areas of the code.

The 4 digits preceding the date (ie: 226 in thisegaARE
different for the different purchase types:

e 1405 Stripof 1+ 1 Label

e 0905 Stripof2

e 1505 Block of 3+ 1 Label
e 1605 Blockof4

e 1705 Blockof5 + 1 Label
e 1805 Blockof6

Why is the Strip of 2 out-of-sequence? In lookirtignay re-
ceipt, it appears that | purchased it out of seqekhhad pur-
chased the Strip of 2, but then purchased somer @Be
sheetlets, 4 of them actually, before purchasimgsthip of 1,
thus the other 4 sheetlets have 1005, 1105, 1203 205.

For a similar set of $1.05 postage labels (alst @26 at the
end) we have:

Pagé&l

e 1905 Stripofl+ 1 Label

e 2005 Strip of 2

e 2105 Blockof3+ 1 Label
e 2205 Blockof4

e 2305 Blockof5+ 1 Label
e 2405 Block of6

The $1.05 labels were purchased in the order li@edording
to my receipt), so, this would indicate that thests of 4 digits
are part of the order in which they were purchaséalvever,
on strips of 2 through sheetlets of 6, all the gtauon any given
block or sheetlet have the same numeric codesasedoon the
human readable numbers, they are NOT different gvew the
barcode matrix is different for all of them, so foms of these
codes are only within the barcode matrix, as atheke stamps
are technically unique.

Houston: we have a problem!

So here | was, merrily wearing a groove into tlo®iflspace
in front of the Northwest Plano SSSMC machines &vlipiur-
chasing more FOREVER and "new" standard design fRC
bels, when the kiosk decided to malfunction.

It had just printed 2 out of 3 of the 32c sheet{etsch with
a maximum qty of 6), when it had a mechanical nralfion of
some sort. It said it couldn't print anymore anduldoreverse
the credit card charge. It then proceeded to prnieta receipt
for 30 stamps for $13.50, although | only had reeei20
stamps (=$9.00). So | do hope that I'll get a d¢reglimy card
for $4.50!

The kiosk then said that while it could NOT primyamore
small stamps (either FOREVER or standard desigmould
print these in a one-up mode using the continuous fthat is
normally used for printing the large labels! Thagdut places
the label on the left side (along with the redpstron the left),
followed by a vertical line that says "FOLD HEREidathen
white space.

The reasoning for this is that the red stripe irféscent
and used by the USPS scanning & facing equipmaémteShis
label is 4" wide, the red stripe would be way tao dn the left
side of the mail piece, which is why they recommémat the
extra part of the unprinted portion is folded otethe back of
the envelope; that places the stamp image portiopeply on
the upper right-hand side of the envelope!

This then must be some sort of emergency failoveden
that allows the kiosk to keep printing postageasecthere is a
problem with the small labels! This also makes tthee FOLD
HERE label variety somewhat scarce, as this modeN&T be
selected under normal operation!

While | was waiting for the manager to fix the igsui did
manage to print a couple of sets of "FOLD HERE'elakboth
with the FOREVER and the standard variable ratégdes did
also get to print one FOLD HERE label with the ratscrip-
tion FCM LG ENV (First Class Mail Large Envelop&Yhile |
would have loved to have purchased the entire Sedte in-
scriptions, a bunch of foot-tapping postal patrteind me
prevented that.

When the manager fixed the problem, | did get ®isside
the machine and was able to verify that the laadpels are in-
deed on a continuous roll, while the small labeés"2-up” (ie:
2 sheetlets of 10) in a z-fold layout in a boxha bottom back
of the kiosk. As a result, | also managed to getample
"VOID" test label as well as an unprinted strip 2fA nice

bonus! Forever Continued Page 12
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Forever Continued from Page 11
Final Notes

Today, | went (yet again, sigh...) to an SSSMC kitsput 2
theories to rest. So, we are now up to 18 small Zhdarge
label varieties. Now will come the fun part of snamg all these
items (since | will need that as part of a 1-fraexibit that |
will be preparing for our club's November show. €@firse by
then, all APC kiosks will have been converted).

First, 1 did manage to get the "hold" label for the gtan
ard Express Flat Rate envelope, called EM HFPU FR.

Also, | corrected the hold legal size enveloparigstfor Ex-
press, it's actually EMH LFR EN not EMH LFR ENV.

So, the listing in Table 1 should be the finalitigt Phew.

tomfoolery, they probably buy the standard offertio¢ 45c
inscribed rate plus 2x additional non-inscribed 45c¢he not-
valid label); so they would also get a block of34+ 1 label).
Of course, since | just thought of THIS option,uegs I'll have
to buy this option on the next trip, just to makeesl would get
what the usual postal customer would end up getting

Third: You know how certain restaurants ask you to "wgd'siz
your meal? Well, the kiosk does this as well wheryihg a
parcel post item. Now in this case, the upgradeldvaatually
cost LESS ($1.90 first class parcel versus $5.20gbgost!).
Now, that's nice for a change: an upgrade thasdess!

Forth: There is NO international "box" or package options
available (even though there are plenty of priontgil boxes

Second,when purchasing a single stamp using the weigh-andavailable for mailing such items, however, at tI&SSIC, you

-mail option, and you tell it you only owe 1c, thérey will
make you buy 3 additional 45c (non-inscribed) stango you
end up with a block of 4: 1c inscribed rate in uple#t corner,
and 45c for the other 3 corners.

The theory was that you need to purchase a $1 ramirfas
the first transaction), so | weighed an envelope taid it | had
35c applied, meaning that | only needed a 10c stanap plus
2x 45c¢ non-inscribed stamps would give me the $dimim.
But, since there are 4 stamps to a block (2x stf@), the ki-
osk would then print a "not valid for postage" tdamn the low-
er right stamp, which it did do! See attached stawing both
types of blocks of 4. So these represent the minirthian can
be purchased when using the weigh-your-mail opfibiD it's
a debit card transaction OR the first part of atiritdm credit
card transaction.

can only mail international "letters" or "large etopes" and
you are asked if your mail piece ONLY contains espond-
ence or documents, all other items have to be predeo a
postal clerk at the counter (due to customs foregsiirements).
Depending on whether you use the letter or largeerleop-

tion, you get presented with slightly differentesens; on one of
which it says that the "Automated Postal Centeri aacept
only letters/documents for international mail; stya that they
would still refer to it as "Automated Postal Cehtethen they

have renamed these kiosks. Guess they need to tieickoro-

gramming a bit closer.

Fifth: There are tagging variations shown in detail lie t
Web Appendix. Also many photos of all stamps, screen shots
and the equipment are in tkiéeb Appendix.

Final: Here's the final updated table of services abbgla

Of course, the average postal patron would NOT uths from the SSSMC Kiosk, Table 1. u
~ U.S. POSTAGE
75025 THIS BLOCK
E g % IS NOT VALID .M l; ;’OSTAGE luw li;,;o =Tact
I I S ]
elebra ] N ]
F:m:soui:uﬁzlj ng, arc kin: ROSTAGE ~ é | % —~—— g %
. g Rt ]
~ U.S. POSTAGE FE0069000105221 osInL| ARG FE069000105221 oaI; ARG us. ;??;AGE:
75025 qur= THIS BLOCK " & 8
/ ? ; i &
% § § IS NOT VALID U.S. POSTAGE US. POSTAGE i 2
§ 3 POSTAGE N== = = ™= # Dateoisae 8
Ao ~— T —~——— & /18/12 O ks
FE0079000205221 oot APC TP T L e~ E § —_~—— % L iy 04 5506 2gg
= o % <T
US. POSTAGE § 8 ; o 8 Exi 0815)8056 &
-& 75025 = THIS BLOCK FEODB9000105221 o601 AFC FE0069000105221  ogo1 APC TI+ F 3 SI htl fo t
AT b g [ igure 3. Slightly Differen
" D
@ § = ot i U.S. POSTAGE U.S. POSTAGE CI b I I bl h h
§ = B POSTAGE N I. =l Adl APC label available with the
reoorsooomezn_ooon 7€ B f s b g 3 new FOREVER Stamps.
US. POSTAGE g i g 3 4% Note the new shorter pink
fo 75025 THIS BLOCK R peoey | - ——T_ phosphor bar. The serial
*o & 1 EE e N number has moved from
Ll g s P POSTAGE ~ U.S. POSTAGE © US. POSTAGE
FE0079000405221 o601 APC REHF ~——~ 75025 = Il.& 75025 = below the 2D barcode to a
S— e 1 NN n oye .
~aa § i~
wrym—— == ! [k == ! [k veEtlcaI EJosmon to the right
I | THIS BLOCK § = B & s of “APC”. Depending on the
” @ % ‘ IS NOT VALID FEO069000105221 o601 AFC  F=ITR FE069000105221  opot APC ReT# positioning Of the printing
=
2 POSTAGE . K
Feoorooooeosz21  ocor AFC 15m1E ‘ - U.S. POSTAGE: US. POSTAGE this numbgr can be p”.nted
— N N over the pink bar, partially
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7‘.05 : THIS BLOCK § i g 5 B ;
@% 1 it s 5 sg | theleftofit
S x i POSTAGE FE0069000105221 0601 e FE0069000105221 0601 - -
|
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Figure 1. Available Forever SSSMC designs.
Printed with “Not Valid” label when purchased

each design.
single.

Figure 2. Sheetlet of 10 stamps available for
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Figure 4. “FOLD HERE” variety printed
when small label printer fails. Printed on
large parcel label printer. Available for
singles and sheetlets of 6 stamps for the
“APC” style stamp as well as the FOREV-
ER designs. Note phosphor bar runs the
full height of stamp and its different loca-

U.S. POSTAGE

o

Celebrate! 8
'S
1| FEo106500105226 o601 APC 1E

% US. POSTAGE
: $.32 §

[-0cf  Dateoisal
g 04/23/12 0
06 2500

75025 E
08198056 <&

---- FOLD HERE ------

---- FOLD HERE -------

Table 1. List of Postal Services Available on Updated SSSMC Kiosks tlon.
| SSSMC/APC Service Inscribe Postage Labels| Small Large Label Restricted
Label | Regular | w/Return Rcpt
First Class
FCM LETTER First Class Letter] X X X X
FCM LG ENV] First Class Large Envelope| X X X X
FCM PARCEL First Class Parcell X X X X
First Class Intnl.|
FCMILTR First Class Mail International Lette] X NA NA NA
FCMI L ENV First Class Mail International Large Envelopel X NA NA NA
Parcel Post
PARCEL POST] ParcelPosf X | X X X
Priority Mail
PRIORITY] Priority Maill X X X X
PM FR ENV, Priority Mail Flat Rate Envelope| NA X X X
PM SFR ENV] Priority Mail Small Flat Rate Envelope] NA X X X
PM LFR ENV Priority Mail Legal Flat Rate Envelope] NA X X X
PM GFR ENV; Priority Mail Gift Flat Rate Envelope] NA X X X
PM WFR ENV] Priority Mail Window Flat Rate Envelope] NA X X X
PM PFR ENV] Priority Mail Padded Flat Rate Envelope] NA X X X
PM SFR BOX Priority Mail Small Flat Rate Box| NA X X X
PM MFR BOX| Priority Mail Medium Flat Rate Box] NA X X X
PM LFR BOX| Priority Mail Large Flat Rate Box] NA X X X
PM RR BOXA Priority Mail Regional Rate Box A| X X X X
PM RR BOXB Priority Mail Regional Rate Box B| X X X X
PM RR BOXC| Priority Mail Regional Rate Box C| X X X X
Express Mail
EXPRESS Express Mail| X X X NA
EM FR ENV, Express Mail Flat Rate Envelope| X X X NA
EM LFR ENV Express Mail Legal Flat Rate Envelope| X X X NA
EM FR BOX Express Mail Flat Rate Box| X X X NA
EM HFPU Express Mail Hold for Pickup] X NA NA NA
EM HFPU FR| Express Mail Hold for Pickup Flate Rate Envelope| X NA NA NA
EMH LER EN Express Mail Hold for Pickup Legal Flate Réitle X NA NA NA
EMHFPU FRB Express Mail Hold for Pickup Flat Rate Box] X NA NA NA
Merchandise Retrn
GR RTN SVC Ground Return Service| NA X NA NA
FC RTN SVC First Class Returns| NA X NA NA
PM RTN SVC Priority Mail Returns| NA X NA NA
PR FR ENV] Priority Mail Returns - Flat Rate Envelope] NA X NA NA
PR SFR ENV| Priority Mail Returns - Small Flat Rate Envelopel NA X NA NA
PR LFR ENV| Priority Mail Returns - Legal Flat Rate Envelope] NA X NA NA
PR PFR ENV] Priority Mail Returns - Padded Flat Rate Envelope] NA X NA NA
PR SFR BOX| Priority Mail Returns - Small Flat Rate Box| NA X NA NA
PR MFR BOX Priority Mail Returns - Medium Flat Rate Box| NA X NA NA
PR LFR BOX Priority Mail Returns - Large Flat Rate Box] NA X NA NA
NA - not avail.size Available items: 18 31 21 17
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World R
Richard Sta
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Canada: one meter type reinstated
and a new modern rarity added

1. Long Lost Large Frame Hasler Type C5

In the original print version of thimternational Post-
age Meter Stamp Catald@anada Type C5 was an unusu-
ally large Hasler stamp known only by a deteriatgibo-
tocopy image. Several Canadian collectors doubbed t
stamp really existed, and these suspicions gretnas
passed with no new sightings or reports.

eport s
mba’ugh g LeCoDm:Ban!UrU j
S |0NUE§C’IM RES
-
rOST } CANADA .J
2000 02.25
Leftermarl $0.46
B B D e R e P Ak L
i F-ﬁ;ﬁ'ﬁnﬁ"s’é Bseey Il
i Risafyy Jupell !é-p-'_\-,; 1‘ - -
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e S e By f
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By the time we uploaded Canada to the online versio rigyre 2. Stamps.com PC Postage Trial for 2 or 8t

of the international catalog we seriously doubtéé t
stamp's existence and so demoted it from a tyssitila

cation to a reference note which said its existemas

doubtful.

Now, two years later, the story abruptly changes. C
nadian collectolLuc Legaultsaw the catalog online and
emailed me with the surprise that he has the stawp,
copies in fact but one is very poor. The good exang
shown here in close-up and on cover, Figure 1.

2. Canadian PC Postage Test Calgary 2000
Type PC1

in Calgary in 2000. Canada never approved PC Pestag

Costa Rica: a new type is also the earliest type

A great find byRoberto Di Casolds a postally used
example of an early Universal "MultiValue" stamgth
was previously thought to be an essay rejectedtala
engraver's error, Figure 3. The stamp has CENTAWOS
the currency, a monetary unit obsolete in Costa Rioce
the late 18 century. This currency name was corrected to
CENTIMOS before the meters were issued in 1938por
we thought. Roberto's find shows convincingly thas

Lightening struck a second time in Canada as our owerror die was released in meter U.1 and was usgavtly
editor Dave Crottyrevealed a PC stamp trialed in Canaddor as long as two years before the die was regladde

in 2000, Figure 2, Type PCL1. The trial lasted twahoee

CENTAVOS stamp is cataloged as new Type AO.1.

months, with perhaps a 1000 covers mailed. Fevecolly
tors were aware of the trial until it was over.

In the space of the last few weeks the world ofadiin
an meter stamp collecting has changed significamity
two new major rarities added to the challenge, $yp8é
and PC1.

CORAECS

Figure 3. Costa
Rica. Used meter
originally thought

to be a rejected

r

Essay.
Figure 1. Lost but newly refound Canada Hasler edrgme
Type C5, on Cover. Only two examples known. [ correcs |
= = T
ICANADA
{EUpper Canada Mint g g Dp
/ e g
[ i
I § e | k2300001
P ascmrme corrans s

G4B 4

ol - o
6{1 V.82

Mr, J. Hebert
20 Antoine Favereau St.
Baucherville, P.Q
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FRAMA WORLD CATALOG 2000
286 pages, all English-French-Italian
(only US $35 or 25 Euro: By register
Mail) See Review in MSS Bulletin #25@
WORLD FRAMA Price List (free)
Flavio ROTA, Via B. Marcello 3, 2206
CANTU' CO, ltaly, rota.flavio@tin.it
www.francobolli-automatici.it
Handbook and Catalog Combined.

[9®)

free WANT ADS

Pagé&5

Member Want Ad Terms
First Ad per Issue
To 35 Wordd-ree

E(

Wanted: meters from Armenia and Po
tuguese Guinea. Send details to Richg
Peck rp359@idx.com.au.

Wanted: Meter Stamp specimens, prd
and essays from the Netherlands ang

46-55 Words $2

56-65 Words $3

Second Ad Per Issue

Per 10 Words $1

Non Member Want Ads
20¢ per Word $5 minimum

rd

of
its

colonies: Netherlands Indies, Surina

Wanted: Newspaper clippings of Pogt-
age meter ads or Aviation Events 192
to the 1940’s to be used in philatelic ¢x

Curacao, Netherlands Antillean, Arulja,
| Netherlands New Guinea. willempatgr-
Pkamp@wanadoo.nl, Willem Pasterkanfp

hibits. David Crotty,
decrotty@yahoo.com (Winter 2012)

Wanted: Articles for the MSS Quar-
terly Bulletin that describe your area

about this stuff. decrotty@yahoo.com

Wanted: Flying Eagle Meter tapeg
(single and especially on cover) and cjt
Please e-mail first at mnjef-
ryk@gmail.com or write to Jerry Koltor\,I
2535 174th Lane N.W. Andover, M

55304-1373. (Spring 2012)

Df
expertise. Maybe something we've dis
cussed before but from a different angle
Maybe you thought that only you cargq

Pinksterbioemstraat 12, 8321 XE U
The Netherlands

SELL YOUR COLLECTION . If you
are ready to cash in and don't wanf
wait 6-10 months for a check from t
MSS auction, sell to me. Prompt off
‘prompt payment. Rick Stambaugh, €
Old Corlies Ave, Neptune, NJ 0774
rilkkstambaugh@yahoo.com
2012)

PFor Sale: Meter Covers from all over|
the World. | recently purchased a hu
collection of tens of thousands of wor
wide metered covers from the 19309
the 1970s. | welcome want lists and

€,
Ad will run for four issues,.
Must be renewed for longer
terms. Send Ad copy and pay-
ment to Secretary Treasu
Doug Kelsey.

K, er

hghines@aol.com, Snail Mail:

%9629.
(Auturg 'WANTED : Simply, Any US or foreig
metered COVERS 2008-2012 and 19p0-

50's. Offer Japanese covers (mostly
slogan) in same quantity,

13-202, Higashibun, Ominecho, Mi
1959-2212  Japan (mail: balikpu-
illau66 @yahoo.co.jp

Australia new sub-group MC

From AustraliaRichard Peckreports a new format for

digital meter stamps. The stamp belongs in Group M
where all the country's digital stamps are listgmps in
sub-group MA have a horizontal 2D barcode inside a
larger rectangle. In sub-group MB the stamps halaege

unframed square 2D barcode. The

has a horizontal 2D barcode unframed at left and dan
only belong in a new sub-group (MC).

Austria new sub-group HB

A new find for Austria also generated a new suhigro

new stamp, Figure 4

Gerd Eich editor of the German meter stamp society's
journal, reported a stamp that belongs in Austrsup

H. This group contains Austria's

stamps. All the Group H stamps known before Getlid's
covery have "EUROCENT" at the top. The new stamp,
Figure 5, has it at the bottom. This is the fag&tmp in

new sub-group HB.
Changes to the

I nternational Postage Meter Stamp Catalog

New countries added during the

Malaysia, Marshall Islands, Malta, Mali, Maldivddau-

ritius, and Mauritania. The catalog is

first euro curnenc

previous quarter are

€ EUROCENT]

——d

found onlaie Figure

http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/
International_Postage_Meter_Stamp_Catalog

5. Austria Type HB1

send scans with prices. Email: Terarjce-
Terenge
bg Hines, Box 629, Chappaqua, NY 105}4-

n_

25-50ps/
DEbatch desired. Kenichi Yamamoto, 12¢4-
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Society Business

METER STAMP SOCIETY

CVP, Customized Postage and

Next MSS Meeting
Postage Meter Catalogs APS StampShow 2013
Computer Vended Postage Contributors Milwaukee, Wisconsin
USA: Postwertzeichen mit variablem Wertaufdruck to
(1989-2010) this Issue: || Awgwst8-11,2013
271 pages, ca. 300 b/w images, 200 main and 1)@90 s
cKata1_IogFr;u:jnbers. Jim Ashby
arim Roder
www.lulu.com/kroder$22 M(ﬁfgomBSLgnrgggo The MSS Quarterly Bulletin
Customized Postage Roberto Di Casola
United States Customized Postage Gerd Eich
Charlie Gore, Otto Bergman, Joann Lenz Peter Elias
www.ephemeradu.cofree J%‘Z'S':?mir?s R R
Traditi Doug Kelsey Qulletln
raditional Postage Meters Luc Legault
The International Postage Meter Stamp Catalog Richard Peck
Joel Hawkins and Richard Stambaugh Rick Stambaugh NSt s S o
en.wikibooks.org/wiki/International_Postage Mets Frankie Sutera

Stamp_Catalog Free

THE COMPLETE
METER STAMP SOCIETY
LIBRARY

Members Dropped for Non-Payment of Dues
The Meter Stamp Society Bookstore Member Number Last Name First Name
Canada 0987 BAIRD JAMES
US Mexico World 0902 BUTKISS MICHAEL
1335 DENKINS LLOYD A.
Complete MSS Bulletin CD 1948-2009 $50.00 1158 EELES DAVID
(Al MSS Bulletins as Searchable PDF Files) 1262 EISENBERG MARC
Mailed Via Mailomat by Douglas Kelsey $10.0012%50 $16.50 0941 GANDHI RANJIT
(The definitive guide) 1356 HELMLINGER GABRIEL
1354 HENAULT SCOTT
National Cash Register Company-Meter Stamps by Rsugelsey 1358 JOHNSON DWAYNE
(A Complete Listing) $3.00 $4.00 $5.0¢ 1352 LACHAT BERNARD
1339 LI WEIFENG
United Stat_es Meter Stamps, First Days $ 6.838.00 $10.00 1094 LOEHR PATRICIA
and Earliest-Known Uses 1353 MEYER JAMES
by Douglas Kelsey 1322 MONK WILLIS
Prices postpaid. Make checks payable to Meter Staogiety in US 1308 PEARSON DONALD R.
funds drawn on a US bank or international monegor8end cash at 0327 PECK RICHARD
your own risk. Send orders to Douglas Kelsey: dasig21@aol.com 1179 SIMON KENNETH
Authors, List your book with the MSS. Contact Douglas Kgis 1294 TUCKER-CASTLE SUSAN LEE
0469 YAMAMOTO KENICHI




